
              RECOGNIZE
HUMAN TRAFFICKING

TRAFFICKERS ARE MOST LIKELY TO TARGET PEOPLE WHO:

Have an unstable living situation
Have a history of domestic violence
Have a caregiver or family member who has a substance abuse issue
Are runaways or involved in the juvenile justice or foster care system
Are undocumented immigrants
Are facing poverty or economic need
Have a history of sexual abuse
Are addicted to drugs or alcohol

GROOMING AND EXPLOITATION:

Traffickers target people who have emotional or material needs that
are not being met
Traffickers gain their victims' trust by listening and providing support,
using what they learn to seemingly meet their victims' needs.
The trafficker slowly cuts the victim off from friends and loved ones,
strengthening the sense of dependence.
Over time the trafficker normalizes exploitation, so that the victim
thinks they are making the decision on their own.
Traffickers use rewards and punishments to create trauma bonds that
make it hard for victims to make a choice to leave, even if they are
physically able to do so.

In  2020,  42% of  t raff icking vict ims were brought  into
traff icking by a  member of  their  own famil ies ;  39% were

recruited via  an int imate partner  or  a  marr iage proposit ion.

Source: The Polaris Project

Learn to



They want to stop selling sex but feel scared or unable to leave
They were reluctant to engage in selling sex but someone pressured them 
They live where they work or are transported by guards
They are children who live with or are or dependent on a family member
with a substance abuse problem or who is abusive in other ways
They have a pimp or manager in the sex trade
They work in an industry where it may be common to be pressured into
performing sex acts for money
They have a parent, guardian, romantic partner, or “sponsor” who monitors
their movements, spending and/or communications

LABOR TRAFFICKING RED FLAGS:

Pressured by employer to stay in a job or situation
Owe money to an employer and/or not being paid what they were owed
Do not have control of their passport or other identity documents
Are living and working in isolated conditions
Appear to be monitored by another person when interacting with others
Are living or working in dangerous, overcrowded, or inhumane conditions
Are being threatened by their boss with deportation or other harm

In  2021 ,  10 ,359 s i tuat ions of  human traff icking were reported to
the U.S.  Nat ional  Human Traff icking Hotl ine involving 16 ,554
individual  v ict ims.  Shocking as  these numbers  are,  they are

l ikely  only  a  f ract ion of  the actual  problem.

TRAFFICKING RED FLAGS

SEX TRAFFICKING RED FLAGS:

Chi ldren part ic ipat ing in  commercial  sexual  act iv i ty
is  ALWAYS considered traff icking under  federal  law.  
There is  no such thing,  under  federal  law,  as  a  chi ld
prost i tute.

Source: The Polaris Project



SAVE THESE IMPORTANT NUMBERS:

Sources: National Trafficking Hotline (USA); CAST LA; Canada Human Trafficking Hotline

I f  you or  someone you know needs he lp ,  ca l l  the Nat iona l
Human Traf f ick ing Hot l ine :

 

1-888-373-7888
 

Specia l ly  t ra ined Ant i -Tra f f ick ing Hot l ine  Advocates  are
ava i lab le  24/7  and suppor t  i s  ava i lab le  in  over  200 languages .  

Ca l lers  can d ia l  7 1 1  to  access  the Hot l ine  us ing TTY.
You can a lso  emai l :  he lp@humantra f f ick inghot l ine .org

To repor t  a  potent ia l  human t ra f f ick ing s i tuat ion ,  ca l l  the
hot l ine  a t  1 -888-373-7888,  or  submi t  a  t ip  on l ine here .

Runaway and Homeless  Youth:  
Nat iona l  Runaway Safe l ine ,  24 hour  Hot l ine :  

1 -800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)
 

Missing Chi ldren and Chi ld Pornography:  
Nat iona l  Center  for  Miss ing and Exp lo i ted Chi ldren ,  24 hour

Hot l ine :  1 -800-THE-LOST (843-5678)
 

CAST LA:
888-KEY-2-FREE (888-539-2373)

The CAST emergency response team prov ides  immedia te ,
shor t - term serv ices  to  ensure the sa fe ty  and wel l -be ing o f

v ic t ims when they f i rs t  escape the i r  t ra f f ick ing s i tua t ion .
 

Canada -  Human Traff icking Hotl ine:
1-833-900-1010

 

https://humantraffickinghotline.org/en/report-trafficking

